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BEVERLY HILLS 

READING LESSON DERIVED FROM AN EXCURSION BY THE SECOND 
GRADE OF THE UNIVERSITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



ELSABETH PORT 
Teacher 



On Thursday, November 3, we went to Beverly Hills. At ten minutes of 
9 we crossed the Midway and went on the street cars to Englewood. We had 
to wait until a quarter of 10 for the train. We were on the train about 15 
minutes. 

On the train Denison saw men making a new park. 

Geraldine saw seven cows. 

Elizabeth saw some pigeons walking around a pigeon-house. 

Dent saw a flock of birds flying south. 

Lanning saw a wagon of corn. 

Denison saw some corn that had not been cut down. 

Beatrice Lovett saw corn fields where the corn was stacked like tents. 

Meredith and Miss Port saw a field of cabbages. 

Lanning saw a man plowing. 

Paul saw many pumpkins in a store. 

Mary saw some ducks. 

When we got off the train the air was clear and fresh and breezy. It 
seemed like the country. We walked and ran and screamed. We saw a pond 
of water and a burro. We wanted to find snakes and frogs in the pond. But 
we had to go on. 

Miss Port said that it was too far to go to the farm. We were dis- 
appointed, but we had just as good a time in the woods. 

The woods were beautiful and quiet, and there was not a house near by. 
There were oak trees, and the leaves were brown and yellow. We found some 
red leaves. The oak leaves rustled in the trees. Many came floating and 
whirling down. Some fluttered down. The ground was covered with dry, 
brown leaves. 

We had a leaf fight. Then we covered Mrs. Thomsen with leaves. We 
said, " Where is Mrs. Thomsen? " and up she jumped. Then we covered Miss 
Port. Some children climbed trees and shook the leaves down. 

After a while we took a walk. We found another pond. We think it was 
an old mill dam. We ran down the old logs. We played a long time. Then 
we wanted a drink. Six of us went to a farm for water. Before we got any 
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water the woman told us to be careful in the pasture. We said, " Why? " She 
said that there was a wild bull in the pasture. We ran for the woods again. 

We ate our lunch in the woods. We wanted water all the time. Next 
time we are going to take bottles of water with us. While we were eating our 
lunch some bees came to see us. One bee stung Gordon on the finger. 

After lunch we played games and told stories. We saw a man with a 
gun. We told him about the wild bull, and he said he would have to shoot 
him. But we think he was just fooling. 

At 2 o'clock we started for home. We had a good time. 

SIGNS OF FALL 

October 11. The leaves are falling. 

October 12. The elms are nearly bare. 

October 13. The elm leaves are yellow. 

October 14. Burrs are turning brown. 

October 17. Willow leaves are yellow. 

October 18. Some grass is brown. 

October 19. The poplar leaves are dry and brown. 

October 20. Oak leaves are turning red or brown. 

October 21. The weeds are all yellow or brown. 

October 24. Most of the birds have gone away. 

NOTES ON THE LESSON 

This reading lesson for the second grade was written after one 
of the children's excursions. They had had an almost perfect day 
and were more than glad to " make a story about it." They were 
told that the story was to be printed, and that they could learn to 
read it from the printed slips. They were full of plans for 
" surprising mother " or reading it in the morning exercise time. 

Each of the two groups made its own version. The sentences 
were dictated to the teacher and written on the board. Much 
discussion arose as to the best words to use. For instance, when, 
in describing the air, they decided on " fresh and clear," one little 
girl said : " And won't you please say ' breezy,' because I just love 
the way that sounds — breezy! " They labored long over the way 
the leaves fell, some insisting that they fluttered, while others were 
as sure that they floated, down. We finally had to put in both 
ways to satisfy everyone. 

When the stories were finally all written on the board, they 
were copied and read next day to the two groups together. They 
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then decided for themselves which parts of each to use and 
which were unnecessary. 

Since the children have had the printed slips, they have been 
trying to read them. It is rather hard work, as there is not a 
great deal of repetition, and some of the words are somewhat long 
to study phonetically. Many have to be told them repeatedly. 
However, they remember pretty well what they dictated, and their 
great interest in taking the slips home, when they can read them, 
holds them to the work. 

The verses were made for the Thanksgiving exercise. The 
second grade was to have autumn pictures for their part of the 
program, and made these original ones to add to their others : 

We went to Beverly Hills 

And saw the red leaves fall; 
We covered each other with leaves, 

And climbed the trees so tall. 

The air was fresh and cool. 

There was no house near by. 
There were so many trees 

We scarcely saw the sky. 

The "Signs of Fall" are simply the printed form of the 
calendar kept by the children during October. Each day some 
child told us one thing that showed the time of year. At first 
they had difficulty in keeping to the things peculiar to autumn and 
wanted to write such sentences as, " It is a cool day," or " The 
sky is cloudy." In a short time, however, they were able to 
criticise each other's observations and choose the proper ones for 
their purpose. 



